1667 -87] BIGOT TO LA CHAISE 115

While I was issuing all the orders against drunken-
ness, I allowed more diversion and dancing in the
mission than I would have permitted at other times;
this I did to make them swallow the pill more easily
after some orders had been given. I would go,
apparently without taking any notice, into the Cabins
of those who were most addicted to drink; and,
speaking to each one in turn, would say: ‘‘My
child, thou wilt never be able to keep away from
drink; I must rob thee holily in advance, to pay
those who will come to take thee to prison when
thou art drunk.”” Then, laughingly, I would take
the first thing that I found near him, and return it
to him a moment afterward. This would make him
laugh, but would also compel him to assure me that
he would never get drunk again. When others, on
their return from hunting, brought a sufficient
quantity of peltries with them, I would laughingly
say to them: ‘‘I am glad. Here is something
wherewith to pay those who will come to take thee
when thou wilt be drunk, for thou wilt not fail to
be so. How canst thou keep from it, when thou
hast so much wherewith to get drunk? And yet
thou knowest the orders respecting the holy pillage
against drunkards.” Then, speaking somewhat
more seriously, I would say to him: *‘‘ My son, is
it not better that with the proceeds of thy hunt thou
shouldst buy good blankets for thy wife, for thy
children, for thy relatives who are in need, than to
spend the same partly in drink, and partly in
wretched costs to pay those who will imprison thee,
and to withdraw thee from prison? Does not the
great Captain manifest a holy compassion for thee
by forbidding thee to get drunk, so that thou mayst



